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pronounced by Mr. Swinburne. It has all his
characteristic generosity, and hardly anything of
his characteristic exaggeration.

Now to many men whose opinions are worth
considering, an event of this kind must have
been, quite out of their calculations. It has been
thought by many that, for a number of years
past, Mr. Tennyson's powers have been more or
less declining; and the decline they date probably
from the publication of ' Enoch Arden.' With
this view of the matter we do not ourselves agree,
but we by 110 means hold it groundless. We
hold, on the contrary, that it embodies an im-
portant truth, but a truth apprehended in a false
and confused way. It is this confusion, we think,
that the present volume will dissipate; in what
manner we shall endeavour to show presently.

Of many men of genius it may be said truly
that their powers declined towards the latter
years of their lives, and in some cases altogether
left them. Not to go far afield, we need think
but of Scott and Southey, or of Swift, who
: expired a driveller and a show.' Here we have
instances of a certain decline of powers, which,
in a larger or less degree, is no unusual thing ;
and when it has been said of a genius that his*